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who have penetrated Into the abstruseness of Indian Mythology
find that in these temples was practised a worship similar to
that practised by all the several nations of the world, in their
earliest as well as their most enlightened periods. It was
paid to the Phallus by the Asiatics ;* to Priapus by the
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans ; to Baal-Peor by the Cana-
anites and idolatrous Jews. The figure is seen on the fascia
which runs round the circus of Nismes and over the Cathedral
of Toulouse and several churches of Bordeaux. M. d' Ancar-
ville has written two large quarto volumes to prove phallic
worship to be the most ancient idea of the deity."
" Originally " says the auther of Phallism 2 <f Phallic wor-
ship had no other meaning than the allegorical one of that mys-
terious union between the male and the female, which through-
out nature seems to be tht sole condition of the continuation
of the existence of animated beings. There is no reason what-
ever for supposing that licentiousness invented the rites inci-
dental to the worsnip of Pan, Priapus, Bacchus and Venus
whatever may have been made of them afterwards. ' It is
impossible to believe/ said Voltaire, 'that depravity of man-
ners would ever have led among any people to the establish-
ment of religious ceremonies* though our ideas of propriety
may lead us to suppose that ceremonies which appear to
us so infamous could only be invented by licentiousness. It
is probable that the first thought was to honour the deity in
*    Phallus Is the same as the Sanskrit Pela.
Some eighty years ago a writter in the Edinburgh Review u pointed
out certain points of comparison between the Osiris in Egypt, and Bacchus in
Greece under the emblem of Phallus, It is under the same emblem tnat he
is still venerated in Hindoostan, and Phallus is one of the names in the
Dictionary of Amara Singha. The bull was sacred to him in "Egypt.
Plutarch assures us that several nations of Greece depict Bacphus with a
bull's bead, and that when he is invoked by the women of Elis they pray
him to hasten to their relief on the feet of a bull. In India, he is
often seen mounted on a bull; hence one of his sacred names, Vr&adhvaja,
signifying 'whose sign is the bull' " (Phallism p. 53. London 1889).
, (London) Privately printed. 1889, p. 10.